Conservation of sea turtles in Brazil: encouraging results obtained on nesting beaches
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Sea turtles are slow-maturing animals, raquiring many years, in some cases three decades or possibly more, to reach reproduciive age. This delayed reproduction affects the tima scale for conservation, and consequeantly a relatively long period is genarally necessary o assess the effects of conservation actions on sea turile populations.
Despite this comparatively extended time scale, some conservalion programs around the word have already produced suflicienly long data time-series thal indicale nolewarthy increasas in sea lurtle nesting populations (Hays 2004,

Hera we present a compllation of data, including material published in 2007, ravealing posilive results of consarvation actiens carried oul on nesting beaches in Brazil by the Projeic TAMAR, the national marine turile conservation program. The results presenied here stam from TAMAR s efforts camried oull since 1862, with the support

of the Brazilian sociely, in long-term parinership with the national government, a non-governmental grganization, the private seclor and local communities, To promoie the proleclion of sea urlles along the coast, il was essential to incorporate human and social issues into all of the congervation initialives. We believe thatl these resulls
are significant not only for Brazil. bul also intarnationally.

All sea turlle species found in Brazil (ihe four species discussed hene, as well as the green turile, Chaelonia mydas) are included in the Brazilian gevernment’s afficial list of endangered species. All life histary stages. including eggs and hatchlings, have been fully protecied by law in Brazil since 1988, A% present, 5ea turlle egg poaching
in Brazil has been reduced to very low lavals, and there Is no subskisiance hunting for sea turtles of any spacles. However, daspile the encouraging resulis presented hera, many threals still endanger sea turtles in Brazil. Therefore it ramains necessary to conlinuously maintain and adapl a range of conservation actlons to address
ever-changing realities, Some of the main curren] challenges 1o sea turlle conservation in Brazil are: the alteration of the nesting habitat due 1o human aclivities, including the building of holels and residences; the construction of poris and industrial installations close (o the coasiling and the subsequent maring pollution: and the incidenial

‘caplure of 5ea turlles in coastal and high seas fisharies operating in national and intarnational waters of the South Atlanlic. It should ba noted that the conservation of sea twrtle populations is often not just a matier of local efforts, but also calls for international collaboration.
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In Brazil. hawkshills nest mainly o @ no aprn coast of lhe stale of Bahia
and in the neighbaring siate of Sergipe (Feg. 1). Another imporiant area has
re r-nll_,r been recagnizad in the eastern part of the state of Rio Grande do

‘Loggerhead (Caretta caretta)

The loggerhead is the species most commonly found nesling along
mainland Brazil. Loggarheads nest from the siate of Sergipe to the
naftharn part of the alale of Rio de Janairag . M wwaldl & loupka
(2007} presented data obtaingd Belweesn 1980/1389 and 20 D04 for
two of the main | ead nesting areas: Esplrito Santo and northenn
Bahia, These lwo coount for aboul T5% of the loggerhead nasis
in Brazil.
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